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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Committee  and  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1928.  The  Report  is  not  so  comprehensive  as  in  previous  years, 
and  this  is  due  to  the  large  amount  of  extra  work  thrown  upon  the 
Department  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of  schemes  under 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1929. 


The  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  20.6  per  1,000  of  the  population,  an 
increase  as  compared  with  18.8  for  1927.  The  death  rate  of  11.2 
is  a definite  decrease  on  that  for  1927,  which  was  12.3,  and  com- 
pares very  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 
same  period,  viz.,  1 1 .7.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  46,  and  is  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  County. 


The  work  done  in  the  Laboratory  during  the  year  has  been  of 
great  benefit,  but  is  definitely  restricted  owing  to  the  limitation  of 
staff.  The  provision  of  a trained  laboratory  assistant  would  enable 
the  work  to  be  greatly  extended  and  therefore  of  much  wider 
service  to  the  community  in  general. 


I should  again  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  good  work 
and  loyal  co-operation  of  the  whole  staff, — medical,  nursing  and 
clerical. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


County  Hall, 

Boston, 

May,  1929. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  C.  JENNINGS. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
HOSPITALS.* 

(a)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Holland  Sanatorium  situated  on  the  southern  outskirts  of 
Boston  (1J  miles  from  station)  provides  accommodation  for  24 
cases  of  advanced  tuberculosis.  This  Institution  is  provided  by 
the  County  Council. 

{b)  FEVER  AND  SMALL-POX. 

Boston  (Urban  and  Rural  Joint  Board)  contains  17  beds.  Ad- 
joining this  hospital  are  two  smaller  pavilions  : — 

(1)  for  small-pox — 8 beds. 

(2)  Port  Sanitary  Hospital- — 8 beds. 

Spalding  Urban  District  has  a fever  hospital  accommodating 
4 beds  and  2 cots.  This  building  is  also  the  only  accommodation 
provided  for  small-pox  cases. 

A fever  hospital  at  Fleet  provides  accommodation  for  8 adults 
and  two  children  living  in  the  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton 
Bridge  Urban  Districts  and  the  East  Elloe  Rural  District.  Small- 
pox cases  have  also  to  be  accommodated  in  this  building. 

(c)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILDREN. 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  area  devoted  solely  to  these 
purposes. 

(d)  GENERAL. 

(1)  The  Boston  Hospital,  consisting  of  34  beds,  is  situated  in 
the  north  of  the  County. 

(2)  The  Spalding  (Johnson)  Hospital,  in  the  south  of  the 
County,  has  accommodation  for  34  patients. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(а)  FEVER  CASES. 

A motor  ambulance  is  provided  in  the  north  of  the  County  by 
the  Boston  Urban  and  Rural  Joint  Board. 

(б)  NON-INFECTIOU S AND  ACCIDENT  CASES. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  provides  two  motor  am- 
bulances, one  in  Boston,  and  one  in  Spalding  for  such  cases. 


* See  also  page  46. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES, 

(a)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Spalding — The  Church  Cote.  Sessions  are  held  every  Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Long  Sutton — The  Hut.  Sessions  are  held  on  alternate  Friday 
afternoons. 

Crowland — Church  Institute.  Sessions  are  held  on  alternate 


Thursday  afternoons  at  2.0  p.m. 

(b)  SCHOOL  CLINIC. 

Spalding — Holland  House.  Sessions  are  held  every  T 
and  Saturday  mornings  and  at  such  times  as  are  necessary. 


ay 


(c)  TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARIES. 

Boston — Holland  Sanatorium.  Sessions  are  held  every  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  ; on  Thursday 
afternoon  from  2.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  ; and  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesday  evenings  at  6.30  p.m. 

Spalding — Holland  House.  Sessions  are  held  every  Tuesday 
morning  from  10  a. nr.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Doningt on — Church  Street,  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  10  a.m. 

All  the  above-mentioned  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

(d)  VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINICS. 

There  are  no  such  Clinics  within  the  County  area,  but  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  whereby  such 
cases  may  obtain  treatment  either  at  Peterborough  or  Lincoln. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  general. 

At  the  following  places  Local  District  Nursing  Associations 
(affiliated,  to  the  Lincolnshire  Nursing  Association)  provide  one 
nurse  each  for  general  but  not  infectious  cases  : — Doningt  on, 
Gosberton,  Pinchbeck,  Spalding  (2),  Fleet,  Holbeach,  Holbeach 
Bank,  and  Long  Sutton. 

In  Boston  Borough  a voluntary  association  provides  two 
district  nurses  for  similar  purposes. 

(b)  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

No  arrangements  exist. 

MIDWIVES. 

There  are  eleven  midwives  practising  in  the  area,  none  of  whom 
is  subsidised  by  the  County  Council. 

MATERNITY  HOMES. 

There  is  one  registered  Maternity  Home  at  Sutton  Bridge. 
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POPULATION, 


Census,  1911  82,860 

Census,  1921  « 85,254 

Estimated  population,  1928  (supplied  by  Registrar- 

General)  88,860 

The  natural  increase  of  population  for  1928,  by  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  was  994,  compared  with  577  in  1927,  and  677  in  1926. 


Area  in  acres  (inclusive  of  inland  water)  263,120 

Urban  Districts  46,247 

Rural  Districts  216,873 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  , *20,079 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  * 4.2 

Average  number  of  persons  per  100  acres  * 38 

Rateable  value  of  County  : — 

Approximate  product  of  a Id.  rate  £2,082 


* Census  1921. 


The  general 
by  1 1 District 


Sanitary  Administration  of  the  County  is  carried  out 
Councils. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


District. 

Name  of  M.O.H. 

Address . 

Boston 

D.  C.  Robertson, 

Municipal  Buildings, 

(Borough) 

M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Boston. 

Spalding 

J . R.  Muriro, 

15,  High  Street, 

M.D. 

Spalding. 

Holbeach 

W.  Ormsby, 

Long  Sutton. 

L.R.C.P.,  I.,  L.R.C.S.,  I.,  L. 

M. 

Long  Sutton 

R.  Murrav  Barrow, 

Long  Sutton. 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Sutton  Bridge 

G.  P.  Collins, 

Sudeley  House, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  I.,  D.P.H. 

Sutton  Bridge 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Boston 

D.  C.  Robertson, 

15,  Market  Place, 

M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Boston. 

Spalding 

vS.  H.  Perry, 

The  Master’s  Lodge, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Spalding. 

Bast  Blloe 

F.  Walker, 

Littlebnry  Llonse, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Holbeach. 

Crowland 

F.  Husband-Clutton, 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Crowland. 

PORTS. 

Boston 

D.  C.  Robertson, 

Municipal  Buildings, 

M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Boston. 

Wisbech 

C.  F.  Collins, 

Sudeley  House, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  I.,  D.P.H. 


vSutton  Bridge. 


BIRTH  RATES  FOR  10  YEARS  1919-1928  DEATH  RATES  FOR  10  YEARS  1919-1928 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 


The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  County  during  the 
year  1928  was  1,831  as  compared  with  1,660  in  1927,  and  1,730  in 
1926. 


The  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  shows  an  increase,  the 
figure  for  1928  being  20.6  as  compared  with  18.8  in  1927  and  19.8 
.in  1926. 


Crowland.  Rural  District  shows  the  highest  birth  rate  in  the  county 
and  Long  Sutton  Urban  District  the  lowest,  the  figures  being  25 
and  18  respectively. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  birth  rates  in  the  various 

districts  of  the  County. 


Urban  Districts. 

Rural  Districts. 

Boston  19.8 

Spalding  19.5 

Holbeach  23.0 

Dong  Sutton  18.1 

Sutton  Bridge  19.3 

Boston  21.9 

Spalding  19.0 

Last  Llloe  22.0 

Crowland  25.0 

Whole  County  20.6 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

There  were  101  illegitimate  births  in  the  County  during  1928, 
being  5.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  births.  Of  these  illegiti- 
mate births  50  occurred  in  the  urban  districts  and  51  in  the  rural 
districts.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  illegitimate  children  was 
46.5  as  compared  with  46.2  for  the  legitimate  ones. 


DEATLIS. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1928,  after  correction  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  was  994  as  compared  with  1 ,083  for  the  previous 
year.  This  number  gives  a rate  of  11.2,  which  is  a definite  decrease 
on  that  for  1927,  which  was  12.3. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1928  was  1 1.7. 
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Table  showing  birth-rate  in  Holland  County  since  1913 
compared  with  that  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 

period. 


Year 

Population 

No.  of  Births 

Birth-Rate 

Rate  for 

England  and  Wales 

1913 

84,104 

2015 

24.0 

24.0 

1914 

84,672 

2067 

24.4 

23.7 

1915 

81,052 

1849 

22.8 

21.9 

1916 

85,372 

1824 

21.4 

20.9 

1917 

85,577 

1534 

17.9 

17.8 

1918 

86,097 

1591 

18.5 

17.7 

1919 

85,277 

1629 

19.1 

18.5 

1920 

85,125 

2105 

24.7 

25.5 

1921 

85,461 

2061 

24.1 

22.4 

1922 

86,051 

1966 

22.8 

20.4 

1923 

86,660 

1898 

21.9 

19.7 

.1924 

87,400 

1817 

20.7 

18.8 

1925 

87,680 

1866 

21.3 

18.3 

1926 

87,460 

1730 

19.8 

17.8 

1927 

88,060 

1660 

18.8 

16.7 

1928 

88,860 

1831 

20.6 

16.7 

Birth,  Death  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  for  Urban  and 

Rural  Districts  since  1913. 


Urban  Districts 

Rural  Districts 

Year 

Birth 

Death 

Infant 

Mortality 

Birth 

Death 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

1913 

23.1 

13.8 

109.3 

24.6 

12.8 

83.5 

1914 

23.5 

14.7 

113.3 

25. 1 

12.7 

73.5 

1915 

20.8 

17.2 

103.0 

24.3 

13.9 

88.0 

1916 

20.6 

14.2 

69.4 

21.9 

12.1 

59.2 

19)7 

17.3 

14.1 

103.6 

18.9 

10.8 

81.7 

1918 

17.6 

15.3 

107.2 

19.1 

14.4 

71.0 

1919 

18.1 

13.9 

74.8 

19.8 

10.8 

85.4 

1920 

25.2 

12.9 

84.3 

24.3 

11.2 

67.4 

1921 

23.1 

13.0 

80.9 

24.8 

9.9 

75.1 

1922 

22.5' 

14.2 

62.0 

23.1 

11.6 

67.4 

1923 

21.6 

12.4 

62.6 

22.0 

11.1 

67.4 

1924 

19.9 

11.7 

57.9 

21.2 

11.7 

71.1 

1925 

20.2 

14.0 

66.9 

22.1 

9.9 

45.0 

1926 

18.5 

12.7 

76.0 

20.7 

11.5 

80.3 

1927 

18.8 

13.8 

60.6 

18.  9 

11.1 

76.0 

192a 

20.2 

12.0 

36.8 

20.9 

10.5 

53.6 
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Table  showing  Death-rate  in  Holland  County  since  1913 
compared  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 

period. 


Year 

Population 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Death-Rate 
Administrative  Area 

Death-Rate 
England  and  Wales 

1913 

84,104 

11 18 

13.3 

13.8 

1914 

84,672 

1154 

13.6 

14.0 

1915 

81,052 

1250 

15.4 

15.7 

1916 

85,372 

1116 

14.2 

14.4 

1917 

85,577 

1038 

13.5 

14.4 

1918 

86,097 

1344 

17.5 

17.6 

1919 

85,277 

1086 

13.3 

13.7 

1920 

85,125 

1024 

12.0 

12.4 

1921 

85,461 

987 

11.5 

12.1 

1922 

86,051 

1137 

13.1 

12.8 

1923 

86,660 

1019 

11.8 

11.6 

1924 

87,400 

1025 

11.7 

12.2 

1925 

87,680 

1066 

11.7 

12.2 

1926 

87,460 

1053 

12.4 

11.6 

1927 

88,060 

1083 

12.3 

12.3 

192ft 

88,860 

994 

11.2 

11.7 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE. 

In  1928,  85  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died,  giving  a rate  of  46 
as  compared  with  63  in  the  previous  year.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1928  was  65. 

The  figure  for  1928,  viz.,  46,  is  a very  satisfactory  one,  and  is  in 
fact  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  County.  The  progressive 
diminution  in  the  infantile  death  rate  during  the  past  15  years  is  in 
part  due  to  the  excellent  work  done  in  connection  with  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  and  also  by  the  Health  Visitors.  The  following 
table  shows  a wide  variation  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the 
various  districts  which  is  to  a large  extent  due  to  local  conditions. 
It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  when  the  total 
number  of  births  in  any  area  during  one  year  is  a small  one,  even  a 
small  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  will 
produce  a marked  increase  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate. 
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Infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  various  districts  in  the 

year  1928. 


Urban  Districts. 


Boston  35 

Spalding  26 

Holbeach  36 

Dong  Sutton  82 

Sutton  Bridge  22 




Rural  Districts. 


Boston  48 

Spalding  56 

KastKlloe  81 

Crow  land  Nil 


Whole  County  46 


Table  showing  Infantile  Mortality  rate  in  Holland  County 
since  1913,  compared  with  that  in  England  and  Wales 

for  the  same  period. 


Year 

m 

Population 

No.  of 
Births 

Deaths 
under 
one  year 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

Inf.  Mortality 
Rate  for 
England  and 
Wales 

1913 

84,104 

2015 

191 

95 

109 

1914 

84,672 

2067 

188 

91 

105 

1915 

81,052 

1849 

174 

94 

110 

1916 

85,372 

1824 

116 

64 

91 

1917 

85,577 

1534 

146 

91 

97 

1918 

86,097 

1591 

137 

86 

97 

1919 

85,277 

1629 

132 

81 

89 

1920 

85,125 

2105 

158 

75 

80 

1921 

85,461 

2061 

160 

78 

83 

1922 

86,051 

1966 

128 

65 

77 

1923 

86,660 

1898 

121 

64 

69 

1924 

87,400 

1817 

119 

65 

75 

1925 

87,680 

1866 

117 

63 

75 

1926 

87,460 

1730 

136 

79 

70 

1927 

88,060 

1660 

106 

63 

69 

1928 

88,860 

1831 

85 

46 

65 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

SMALL  POX. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the  year 
was  26  and  the  areas  affected  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


District. 

No.  of  Notifications 
received. 

Week  ending 

Spalding  Urban 

1 

Feb.  25th 

Spalding  Urban 

8 

May  5 tli 

Spalding  Urban 

2 

May  12th 

Spalding  Urban 

2 

May  26th 

Boston  Urban  

7 

J une  2nd 

Boston  Urban  

5 

June  16th 

Past  Elloe  Rural  

1 

Nov.  24th 

The  isolated  case  which  occurred  in  Spalding  in  February  was 
that  of  a baker.  As  a result  of  the  active  measures  taken  no  further 
case  occurred.  The  12  cases  which  occurred  in  the  same  area  in 
May  were  traced  directly  to  a tramp  who  brought  the  disease  into 
the  district.  The  number  of  beds  provided  in  the  Spalding  Isolation 
Hospital  proved  quite  inadequate,  and  some  of  the  cases  were 
nursed  in  the  Spalding  Union  Infirmary. 

The  origin  of  the  outbreak  in  Boston  during  June  was  obscure. 
The  measures  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  were,  however,  success- 
ful in  limiting  the  number  of  cases  to  12. 

The  isolated  case  which  occurred  in  the  Hast  Blloe  Rural  District 
in  November  was  that  of  an  itinerant  fruit-seller,  who  in  all  pro- 
bability contracted  the  disease  in  Peterborough,  in  which  town 
several  cases  of  the  disease  had  occurred  at  that  time. 

Generally  speaking,  small  pox  is  a disease  of  choice,  and  it  seems 
very  unfair  that  because  some  people  choose  to  run  the  risk  of  con- 
tracting the  disease  the  general  body  of  ratepayers  should  be 
saddled  with  the  burden  of  expense  incurred  in  combating  an  out- 
break of  the  disease. 

If  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  were  universally  practised, 
small  pox  would  in  a short  time  become  merely  a curiosity. 


TABLE  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1928 


Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 


Area. 

Area  in  acres. 

Persons  per  acre. 

Structurally  separate 

dwellings  occupied 

at  Census,  1921. 

Persons  per  family  at 

Census,  1921. 

Population,  Census,  1921. 

Population  estimated  to 

the  middle  of  1928. 

Urban  Districts. 

Boston  (Borough) 

ffl  1 

2727 

5.9 

3994 

4.1 

16102 

15850 

Spalding 

• - 

10747 

1.0 

2591 

4.0 

10703 

11700 

Holbeach 

22666 

.2 

1257 

4.1 

5382 

5941 

Long  Sutton 

• • 

3931 

.8 

702 

4.4 

3192 

3134 

Sutton  Bridge 

•• 

•• 

6176 

.4 

548 

4.0 

2342 

2385 

Rural  Districts. 

Boston 

. • 

. * 

85020 

.3 

5145 

4.1 

21962 

22820 

Spalding 

•*% 

65526 

.2 

3073 

4.2 

13381 

13880 

East  Elloe 

B- 

52877 

.2 

2085 

4.5 

9483 

10390 

Crowland 

13450 

.2 

684 

4 

2707 

2760 

Whole  County 

263120 

.3 

20079 

4.1 

85254 

88860 

Births. 

No. 

Rate. 

315 

19.8 

228 

19.5 

137 

23.0 

61 

18.1 

46 

19.3 

497 

21.9 

267 

19.0 

210 

22.0 

70 

25.0 

1831 

20.6 

’5$ 


Deaths 
under  one 
year  of  age. 


No. 


Rate 

per 

1000 

births 

reg’d. 


<L> 

sp 

* <L> 

cd  -+-* 

4->  o 
cd  +j 
w W>  . 

■slot! 
£ §■£ 
-m  t .2 


cd 

n 


cd 

<D 


<u 

£ 


2 §§ 
^ fi2 
g Pi  a 
Q 


aw 

.2 


cd  cd 

o> 


P © 

<L> 

3 <D 

43  a 


12 

35 

199 

12.6 

1.0 

.30 

6 

26 

139 

11.9 

.34 

.08 

5 

36 

64 

10.8 

.34 

.34 

5 

82 

38 

12.1 

.31 

— 

1 

22 

30 

12.6 

.42 

— 

24 

48 

238 

10.4 

.48 

.18 

15 

56 

144 

10.4 

.29 

.22 

17 

81 

114 

10.9 

.58 

.19 

— 

— 

28 

10.1 

.36 

85 

49 

994 

11.2 

.51 

.20 

:ndod 


* These  contribute  to  a joint  Hospital  situated  at  Boston. 

J These  contribute  to  a joint  Hospital  situated  at  Fleet  (Holbeach). 

•j-  This  Authority  pays  a yearly  fee  for  the  admission  of  small-pox  and  other  fever  cases 
to  the  Peterborough  Fever  Hospital. 

§ This  Authority  contributes  to  a joint  Hospital  situated  at  Bourne. 


Total  available  beds. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Ten  (10)  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1928,  three  of 
which  died. 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

1018 

12 

3 

25 

1914 

09 

W —J 

5 

22.8 

1915 

10 

2 

20 

1910 

11 

3 

27.3 

1917 

7 

2 

28.6 

1918 

10 

4 

40 

1919 

5 

— 



] 920 

0 

9 

33 

1921 

5 

o 

40 

1922 

7 

— 

— 

1923 

6 

— 

— 

1924 

2 

1 

50 

1925 

2 

— 

— 

1926 

4 

2 

50 

1927 

4 

2 

50 

1928 

10‘ 

O 

O 

30 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Notifications  of  this  disease  numbered  256  during  the  year. 
There  were  two  deaths. 

The  need  of  adequate  isolation  hospital  accommodation  for  this 
disease  in  the  south  of  the  County  was  evident  during  the  outbreak 
in  Spalding  Rural  District,  which  dragged  on  for  some  months  in 
that  area. 

The  County  Council  called  for  a report  on  the  question  of  isolation 
hospitals  throughout  the  County.  This  report  which  was  approved 
by  the  Council  is  printed  in  full  on  page  46. 
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Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

1913 

123 

1 

.8 

1914 

351 

10 

2.9 

1915 

419 

7 

1.7 

1916 

148 

o 

i-t 

1.5 

1917 

76 

— _ 

— 

1918 

60 

O 

Q *> 

J.o 

1919 

67 



— » 

1920 

1 44 

o 

1.4 

1921 

115 

1 

.9 

1922 

124 

— 

— 

1923 

83 

— ■ 

— 

1924 

139 

1 

.7 

1925 

137 

o 

1 .4 

1926 

120 

1 

.8 

1 927 

239 

1 

.4 

1928 

256 

2 

.8 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

The  number  of  notifications  was  more  than  twice  as  many  as  in 
the  previous  year.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Boston  Borough 
and  in  the  surrounding  Rural  District  (92  out  of  160).  Cases 
cropped  up  at  irregular  intervals  during  a period  of  several  months. 
Eleven  deaths  were  directly  attributable  to  this  disease,  giving  a 
case  mortality  of  6.9  per  cent. 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

1913 

156 

15 

9.6 

1914 

1 48 

15 

10.1 

1915 

102 

9 

8.8 

1616 

55 

10 

18.2 

1917 

43 

7 

16.3 

1918 

27 

6 

22  2 

1919 

1 85 

6 

3.2 

1920 

1 16 

9 

7.8 

1921 

58 

7 

12.1 

1922 

82 

8 

9.7 

1923 

54 

l 

1.8 

1924 

38 

4 

10.5 

1925 

69 

2 

2.7 

1926 

73 

3 

4,1 

1927 

71 

4 

5.6 

1 928 

160 

11 

6.9 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

During  the  year  12  cases  of  ophthalmia  were  notified  and  of 
these  one  received  institutional  treatment  under  the  scheme  of  the 
County  Council,  and  one  was  treated  in  the  Boston  Union  Infirmary. 


Cases. 

Vision 

unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

im- 

paired. 

Total 

blind- 

ness. 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  home 

In 

hospital 

12 

10 

2 

1 1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

During  the  year  8 cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia  were 
notified,  and  of  these  five  died.  These  figures  do  not  include 
deaths  from  other  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  part- 
urition, of  which  three  occurred. 

Under  the  arrangements  made  with  the  Board  of  the  Boston 
Hospital  for  the  admission  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal 
pyrexia  5 such  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  to  the  Boston 
Hospital. 

Whilst  there  were  1,831  births  during  1928,  8 mothers  died  from 
conditions  directly  associated  with  child-birth.  This  gives  a figure 
of  slightly  more  than  4 per  1,000.  This  figure,  which  is  approxi- 
mately the  same  as  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  has  re- 
mained unchanged  throughout  the  country  as  a whole  during  the  past 
25  years.  When  it  is  appreciated  that  many  of  these  deaths  are 
preventable  the  puerperal  mortality  rate  is  a standing  reproach  to 
the  community. 


MEASLES. 

In  no  area  in  the  County  is  this  disease  notifiable.  Three  (3) 
deaths,  however,  were  registered  during  the  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Nine  (9)  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  and  all  except  one  of 
these  were  in  children  of  2 years  of  age  or  under. 
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PNEUMONIA  (all  forms). 

During  the  year  35  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified,  whilst  52 
deaths  from  the  same  condition  were  registered.  In  my  opinion 
hospital  treatment  for  all  cases  of  pneumonia,  where  necessary, 
should  be  available  in  the  County. 

INFLUENZA. 

This  disease  was  epidemic  throughout  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
and  during  the  spring  of  1929.  The  epidemic  was  not  so  severe  as 
in  the  preceding  year,  only  21  deaths  being  registered  as  compared 
with  79  during  1927.  One  very  noticeable  feature  was  a dry  per- 
sistent cough  from  which  many  persons  suffered.  The  prostration 
which  followed  in  so  many  patients  was  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
severity  of  the  attack  of  influenza. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGIC  A. 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1928  and  both  of 
them  died. 


DIARRHOEA. 

Diarrhoea  was  responsible  for  the  death  of  6 infants  under  two 
years  of  age. 

No  epidemic  occurred  in  any  area  in  the  County. 


CANCER. 

Cancer  again  took  a heavy  toll  of  human  life  during  1928,  and 
was  in  fact  responsible  for  more  deaths  than  any  other  disease.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  was  139,  which  figure  is  approximately 
14  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  registered  during  the  year.  The 
mortality  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  1.5. 

Table  showing  the  chief  killing  diseases  in  Holland  County 

during  1928. 


Disease. 

Total  number  of  deaths. 

Cancer  

139 

Heart  Disease  

137 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  

63 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

52 

Bronchitis  

38 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  EACH  AGE-PERIOD  AND  IN  EACH  DISTRICT,  1928. 
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COUNTY  LABORATORY. 

When  the  Comity  Hall  was  built  a room  was  set  aside  to  be  used 
eventually  as  a labor ator}7.  In  April  of  1928  this  room  was  equipped 
for  the  purpose  of  making  bacteriological  examinations  of  sputa  and 
throat  swabs.  The  work  done  in  the  first  year  has  shown  con- 
clusively that  there  was  a need  for  such  a laboratory  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  if  a laboratory  assistant  were  appointed  it  would  be 
possible  to  include  Widal  reactions  for  typhoid  fever,  water  and 
milk  analyses,  ete.,  etc.,  for  the  whole  County  area. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  examinations  made, 
together  with  the  results  obtained  ' — 


Material 

No.  examined 

No.  positive 

Sputa  

219 

43 

Throat  Swabs  

26 

Nil 

In  addition  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  one 
specimen  of  urine  and  one  of  pus.  A differential  blood  count  was 
also  made. 

If  all  the  examinations  above  mentioned  had  been  made  outside 
the  County  the  cost  would  have  been  at  least  £35. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  work  of  the  Council  in  connection  with  this  disease  has  been 
still  further  amplified  during  1928.  Special  evening  sessions  are 
now  held  at  Boston  Dispensar}^  for  the  convenience  of  those 
patients  whose  work  prevents  them  from  attending  the  usual 
sessions.  The  examination  of  contacts  is  also  arranged  for  at 
special  times,  to  suit,  as  far  as  possible,  the  convenience  of  those 
concerned. 

The  times  and  places  at  which  Dispensaries  are  now  open  are 
shown  on  page  6. 

Attendance  at  Dispensaries,  1928. 

New  Cases*  Total  Attendances 


Boston  364  806 

Spalding 152  320 

Donington  23  117 


* including  contacts. 
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Table  C facing  page  22  gives  in  detail  the  work  done  at  the  Dis- 
pensaries during  the  year. 

There  were  63  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  during  the 
year,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  .71  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  mortality  rate  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  .51,  and  it  is  very 
gratifying  to  note  that  these  two  rates  are  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
in  the  County. 


CONTACTS. 

The  number  of  contacts  examined  was  184  compared  with  208 
during  1927.  This  work  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  I am 
glad  to  record  that  the  public  generally  take  the  same  view.  It  is 
no  uncommon  experience  for  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  to  receive 
requests  to  examine  persons  who  are  suspicious  of  their  condition 
or  who  having  a bad  family  history  as  far  as  the  disease  is  concerned, 
wish  to  make  sure  of  early  treatment  if  they  should  show  signs  of 
the  disease. 


SHELTERS. 

There  are  30  shelters  in  use  in  the  Count}^  and  these  were  occupied 
by  46  patients  during  the  year. 

HOME  VISITING. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officers  paid  875  visits  to  patients  in  their  own 
homes,  and  2,334  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors.  The 
work  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  this  connection  is  extremely  valuable 
if  for  no  other  reason  that  patients  are  taught  how  to  dispose  of 
sputum  without  danger  to  others,  and  also  for  the  advice  given  in 
the  matter  of  sleeping  accommodation,  dietary,  etc. 

EXTRA  NOURISHMENT. 

One  or  two  pints  of  milk  are  granted  to  necessitous  cases  after 
careful  enquiry  as  to  home  conditions. 

During  1928  milk  so  supplied  to  20  patients  (for  varying  periods) 
cost  £49/5/10. 

Cod  liver  oil  emulsion  is  also  supplied  to  certain  cases  from  the 
Dispensaries. 


AFTER  CARE. 

It  is  regrettable  that  nothing  further  has  developed  in  connection 
with  this  most  important  work,  and  I should  therefore  like  to  quote 
the  remarks  which  I made  in  my  Report  for  1927. 

" An  After-Care  Committee  would  be  able  to  review  all  deserving  cases, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Tuberculosis  Officers,  and  could  assist  in  any  of  the 
following  ways 

(a)  Provision  of  beds  and  bedding. 

(b)  Extra  nourishment,  e.g.,  milk  and  eggs. 

(c)  Convalescent  treatment. 

(d)  Clothing  for  those  awaiting  admission  to  sanatorium. 

( e ) Railway  fares. 

(/)  Assistance  for  families  when  a wage-earner  is  undergoing  treat- 
ment. 

( g ) Provision  of  suitable  empkgunent  for  patients  on  discharge 
from  sanatorium,  etc.,  etc. 

Such  a voluntary  Committee  would,  I am  confident,  never  appeal  in 
vain  to  the  public  for  funds  and  would  enable  the  benefit  obtained  as  a 
result  of  sanatorium  treatment  to  be  put  to  good  use  and  not  wasted,  as  is 
so  often  the  case  at  the  present  time.” 

DEATH-RATE  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  (all  forms.) 


Year 

Holland  County 

England  and  W ales 

1913 

1 .05 

1.36 

1914 

.88 

1.37 

1915 

1 .11 

1.52 

1916 

1.11 

1.53 

1917 

1 .23 

1.63 

1918 

1 .15 

1.70 

1919 

1 .37 

1.26 

1920 

1 .24 

1.14 

1921 

1.11 

1.14 

1922 

.97 

1.12 

1923 

.88 

1.06 

1924 

.98 

1.05 

1925 

.93 

1.04 

1926 

.77 

.96 

1927 

.85 

.97 

1928 

.71 
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Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  patients  and  of  observation 
of  doubtful  cases  discharged  from  Residential  Institutions  during  the  year  1928. 
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Condition  at  time 
of  discharge. 

Ouiescent  

Improved  

No  material  improvement 
Died  in  Institution  

Ouiescent  

Improved  

No  material  improvement. 
Died  in  Institution  

Ouiescent  

Improved  

No  material  improvement 
Died  in  Institution 

Ouiescent  

Improved  

No  material  improvement 
Died  in  Institution  

Ouiescent  or  Arrested  

Improved  

No  material  improvement  . 

Died  in  Institution 

Ouiescent  or  Arrested 

Improved  

No  material  improvement 

Died  in  Institution 

Quiescent  or  Arrested 

Improved  . 

No  material  improvement 

Died  in  Institution 

Quiescent  or  Arrested 

Improved 

No  material  improvement 

Died  in  Institution 
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DEATH-RATE  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  (Pulmonary). 


Year 

Holland  County 

Bngland  and  Wales 

1913 

.65 

1.00 

1914 

.63 

1.03 

1915 

.88 

1.14 

1916 

.91 

1.16 

. 1917 

.86 

1.24 

1918 

.88 

1.32 

1919 

1,06 

.98 

1920 

.95 

.88 

1921 

.82 

.89 

1922 

.66 

.89 

1928 

.68 

.84 

1924 

.76 

.80 

1925 

.75 

.83 

1926 

.54 

.77 

1927 

.65 

.79 

1928 

.51 

— 

DE'ATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS.  (Holland  County). 


Year 

Deaths  from 
Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

Deaths  from 
Other  Forms 

1913 

55 

33 

1914 

53 

32 

1915 

71 

20 

1916 

78 

25 

1917 

72 

99 

j-J  uJ 

1918 

88 

21 

1919 

87 

25 

1920 

81 

25 

1921 

70 

25 

1922 

57 

27 

1923 

59 

17 

1924 

6G 

20 

1925 

66 

16 

1926 

47 

21 

1927 

57 

18 

1928 

45 

18 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1912,  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

(TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS  (No.  2),  1918. 
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There  were  6 non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  which  were  8 per  cent,  of  the  total  tuberculosis  deaths. 
These  6 deaths  were  all  investigated  and  I was  satisfied  in  each  case  that  there  was  no  evidence  of 
wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify.  Notification  in  the  area  is  efficient. 
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HOLLAND  SANATORIUM. 


As  in  previous  years,  many  eases  of  an  advanced  type  were  ad- 
mitted to  this  institution.  It  has,  however,  been  possible  on 
several  occasions  to  use  one  of  the  two-bedded  wards  for  observation 
cases.  During  the  year  3 cases  were  admitted  for  observation,  and 
of  the  remaining  41  cases  passing  through  the  Sanatorium,  11  were 
discharged  with  the  disease  quiescent,  17  were  improved,  4 showed 
no  material  improvement,  and  the  remaining  9 died.  Of  the  total 
number  of  patients  treated  during  the  year  87  per  cent,  were  bed 
cases,  a bed  case  being  defined  as  one  confined  to  bed  and  having  two 
meals  per  diem  in  beo. 

Collosal  calcium  (by  injection)  was  tried  as  a therapeutic  agent 
in  a small  series  of  cases,  but  I was  unable  to  convince  myself  that 
any  definite  good  resulted  therefrom. 

The  cost  per  patient  week  for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1928, 
was  £2/1 1 /8  as  compared  with  £2/12/6  for  1927. 

I am,  as  in  previous  years,  greatly  indebted  to  those  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  have  so  generously  given  of  their  talents  and  time  to 
the  entertainment  of  the  patients.  Their  efforts  are  greatly  ap- 
preciated and  do  much  to  make  happy  what  could  otherwise  easily 
become  a very  monotonous  life  as  far  as  the  patients  are  concerned. 

The  Boston  Men’s  Own  Society  are  justly  deserving  of  special 
mention  in  this  regard,  as  thanks  to  their  enthusiasm  and  generosity 
a bagatelle  board  was  presented  by  them  for  the  use  of  the  female 
patients.  This  Society  has  also  on  a previous  occasion  presented  a 
billiard  table  for  the  use  of  the  male  patients. 

In  addition  to  the  24  beds  at  the  Holland  Sanatorium  (4  of  which 
were  leased  to  the  Lindsey  County  Council)  treatment  in  Out- 
County  Sanatoria  (26  beds)  was  also  provided,  as  shown  in  the 
Table  on  page  30. 

Of  these  26  beds,  10  on  an  average  were  used  for  cases  of  the  non- 
pulmonary  type,  chiefly  cases  of  bone  disease  in  children. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  taken. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925. 

No  action  taken. 

MINISTRY  OF  PENSIONS. 

Mam7  ex-Service  men  suffering  from  tuberculosis  are  examined 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 

The  extent  of  this  work  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Description  of  Certificate. 

Number  of 
Certificates  issued. 

- . .....  . 

M.P.M.S.D.  80  & 80  (Revised)  

7 

M.P.M.S.D.  81a  & 81  (Revised) 

1 

M.P.A.  36,  T.O 

2 

M.P.M.S.D.  122 

6 

Total 

22 
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(B)  RETURN  SHOWING  THE  EXTENT  OF  RESIDENTIAL  TREATMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1928. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Persons  resident  in  the  County  and  who  are  suffering  from 
venereal  disease  can  obtain  treatment  at  the  following  Clinics  : — - 

V.'D.  Clinics.  Time  Table. 

Peterborough  28,  Fitzwilliam  Street. 

Men — Tuesdays  and  Fridays  : 6 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Women  and  Children — Tuesdays  and  Fridays  : 5 p.m.  to  6 p.m. 
Intermediate  treatment  for  males  : 6 p.m.  to  7 p.m.  daily. 
Intermediate  treatment  for  females  : At  times  to  suit  patients. 

Lincoln  Beaumont  Fee. 

Males — Mondays  and  Thursdays  : 5 p.m. 

Women  and  Children — Mondays  and  Thursdays  : 12.30  p.m. 

In  connection  with  this  work  the  following  examinations  were 
made  for  medical  practitioners  ' — - 

Wassermann  Reactions 3 

Railway  fares  amounting  to  £143/12/6  were  refunded  to  patients 
who  were  unable  to  bear  the  cost. 

One  application  has  been  received  from  a medical  practitioner  for 
the  free  supply  of  arseno-benzol  compounds. 

Abstract  relating  to  persons  treated  at  the  Venereal 
Diseases  Treatment  Centres. 


A.  Number  of  persons  dealt  with  for 
the  first  time  and  found  to  be 
suffering  from — 

Syphilis  

Soft  Chancre  

Gonorrhoea  

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

Total  

bineoln 

Peterborough 
Other  centres 

5 

10 

2 

2 

12 

4 

17 

18 

B.  Attendances  of  all  patients 

439 

797 

C.  Aggregate  in-patient  days 

— 

— 

D.  Number  of  Doses  of  arseno-benzol 

substitutes  Out-patients 

145 

! 13 

In-patients 

— 

The  figures  in  the  foregoing  table  by  no  means  represent  the  total 
number  of  cases  of  venereal  diseases  occurring  in  the  County,  as  a 
certain  number  of  patients  receive  treatment  from  medical  practi- 
tioners. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  ACT,  1917, 

No  action  taken. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


MID  WIVES  ACTS,  1902  AND  1918. 

MIDWIVES  AND  MATERNITY  HOMES  ACT,  1926. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  is  the  Inspector  of  Midwives  under 
the  above-mentioned  Acts.  Some  of  this  work,  more  especially  in 
the  south  of  the  County,  is  delegated,  to  Dr.  Esther  Ashworth,  an 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

Apart  from  the  routine  inspections,  special  enquiries  are  made  into 
all  cases  of  rise  of  temperature,  still-birth,  inflammation  of  the  eyes, 
and  death  of  the  child,  and  also  where  the  midwife  has  notified  the 
Local  Authority  that  she  has  rendered  herself  liable  to  be  a source  of 
infection. 

84  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  and  in  all  cases  except  one  the 
work  of  these  women  was  satisfactory.  One  midwife  was  found  to 
be  suffering  from  onychia  and  undertook  no  further  cases  of  mid- 
wifery until  the  condition  was  healed. 

The  problem  of  the  unqualified  woman  is  an  ever-present  one, 
and  it  will  only  be  solved  when  a sufficiency  of  certified  midwives  is 
available.  The  formation  of  more  Local  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tions in  the  County  would  go  far  to  ensure  adequate  attention  to 
mothers  in  child-birth.  The  plea  of  “ sudden  or  urgent  necessity  ” 
would  in  this  sparsely  populated  area  be  quite  sufficient  to  prevent  a 
conviction  for  unqualified  practice  being  obtained  in  the  Petty 
Sessional  Courts. 


Classification  of  the  Cases  for  which  Medical  Help  was 

sought  during  the  year  1927. 


PREGNANCY. 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage 
Abortion 
>S welling  of  legs 
Other  Abnormalities 


LABOUR. 

Malpresentation 
Excessive  bleeding 
Retained  placenta 
Ruptured  perineum 
Delay  in  labour 


3 
2 
2 
9 

— 16 

4 
2 

5 
12 
33 


56 
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LYING-IN. 

Rise  of  temperature 


CHILD. 

Dangerous  feebleness 
Inflammation  of  eyes 

Still-birth  

J aundice  

Other  conditions 


S 

8 

r" 

0 

1 
3 


102 


Claims  for  the  payment  of  fees  in  accordance  with  Section  14  of 
the  Midwives  Act,  1918,  were  received  from  1 1 medical  practitioners 
to  the  amount  of  £88/18/0.  This  shows  a decrease  of  £9/11/0  as 
compared  with  1927. 

The  sum  of  £9/5/0  was  recovered  from  patients  after  careful 
enquiry  into  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  household. 

Adequate  treatment  was  obtained  for  7 out  of  the  8 cases  of 
ophthalmia,  but  in  the  other  case  the  parent  unfortunately  removed 
the  child  from  the  hospital  against  the  wishes  of  the  surgeon  in 
charge,  with  the  result  that  the  child’s  eyesight  will  be  impaired 
to  a certain  extent. 

Births  notified  during  1928 — 1,473. 

Births  registered  during  1928 — 1,516. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  visits  and  re-visits  paid 
to  infants  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  1928 


To  children  under  1 year — first  visits  1725 

Re-visits  4412 

To  children  from  1 to  5 years 4958 


Total 11095 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

There  are  now  four  centres  within  the  County,  a new  one  having 
been  opened  at  Crowland  (Church  Institute)  in  March.  The  re- 
ception given  to  this  venture  by  the  mothers  in  Crowland  has  been 
very  gratifying  and  the  attendances  of  both  mothers  and  babies  has 
steadily  increased  month  by  month. 
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The  attendances  at  the  Welfare  Centres  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — 


Spalding  Tong  Sutton  Crowland 


Number  of  Sessions 

46 

49 

22 

NEW  CASES  : 

Mothers  

125 

38 

66 

Children  under  1 year 

118 

40 

58 

Children  over  1 vear 

32 

8 

29 

OLD  CASES  : 

Mothers  

1257 

367 

323 

Children  under  1 year 

1030 

258 

291 

Children  over  1 year 

825 

204 

181 

Number  of  Consultations 

435 

204 

287 

Number  of  Health  Talks 

— 

— 

4 

Ante-n  atal  Attendances 

11 

6 

8 

BOSTON 

WELFARE 

CENTRE. 

Attendance  of  mothers  and  babies  resident  in  the  District  : — 

New  babies  attending  Centre 

92 

Attendance  of  babies  with  mothers  seen  by  Medical  Officer 

weeklv  or  monthly  as  required  

454 

All  other  attendances  of  mothers  with  babies 

640 

I must  again  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done  at  each 
of  the  County  Centres  by  the  several  Ladies'  Voluntary  Committees. 

Dr.  Esther  Ashworth  reports  as  follows  in  connection  with  her 
work  at  the  Centres  : — 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
during  the  past  12  months — especially  at  the  Long  Sutton  Centre.  Several 
mothers  at  this,  and  at  the  Crowland  Centre  come  from  outlying  districts, 
and  it  means  a real  effort  on  the  part  of  these  women  to  push  a perambulator 
two  or  three  miles  along  a country  road  after  a busy  morning’s  work. 
Their  attendance  at  the  Welfare  is  a sure  index  of  their  keen  interest  in  the 
upbringing  of  their  children. 

Owing  to  lack  of  accommodation,  ante-natal  work  (except  as  advice  on 
general  hygiene)  cannot  be  undertaken  at  the  Centres.  During  the  past 
year  some  women  have  asked  for  an  examination  and  it  is  desirable  that 
arrangements  may  soon  be  made  to  enable  one  to  comply  with  their  request.” 


NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1927. 

One  application  was  received  for  the  registration  of  premises  as  a 
maternity  home  and  a licence  was  granted  by  the  Council. 


36 


BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 

The  work  under  this  Act  is  delegated  by  the  Council  to  the  Boston 
and  Holland  Blind  Society,  to  whom  a grant  of  £350  is  made 
annually. 


BLIND  PERSONS  IN  COUNTY  OF  HOLLAND. 


Age  Period*  Total  Blind. 

0—  5 3 

5—16  10 

16—21  5 

21—50  34 

50—70  39 

70  and  upwards  45 


Total  136 


Age  at  which  Blindness  occurred. 


Age  Period.  Number. 

0—  1 15 

1—  5 7 

5—10  5 

10—20  7 

20—30  14 

30—40  8 

40—50  17 

50—60  16 

60—70  21 

70  and  upwards  23 

Unknown  3 


Total 


136 


The  Secretary  of  the  Society  reports  upon  the  work  done  during 
the  year  ended  March  31st,  1929,  as  follows 

The  Committee  much  regret  to  report  that  the  number  of  blind  persons  on 
the  Society’s  register  has  increased  during  the  past  }^ear  from  127  to  135, 
and  they  especially  lament  the  fact  that  there  are  now  13  blind  children 
under  16  years  of  age,  as  against  10  a year  ago. 

Of  the  135  cases  on  the  register,  3 are  under  five  years  of  age,  10  are  be- 
tween five  and  sixteen,  five  are  between  sixteen  and  twenty-one,  33  are 
between  twenty-one  and  fifty,  forty  are  between  fifty  and  seventy,  and  44 
are  over  seventy.  During  the  year  there  have  been  19  new  cases,  10  deaths 
and  one  removal  to  another  district.  There  are  14  cases  under  observation. 

The  increasing  number  of  blind  persons,  of  course,  increases  the  burden 
on  the  finances  of  the  Society,  and  the  Committee  would  therefore  again 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  Society  is  the  only  Society  responsible 
for  the  welfare  of  the  civilian  blind  in  the  district,  and  the  Committee  trust 
that  every  parish  in  the  district  will  take  its  share  of  the  burden  by  con- 
tributing to  the  funds  of  the  Society, 
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Five  children  are  receiving  elementary  education  at  schools  recognised  by 
the  Board  of  Education  as  efficient  schools  for  the  education  of  the  blind. 
Two  young  men  are  receiving  technical  training  at  the  Royal  Midland 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  Nottingham.  The  cost  of  the  education  and 
training  in  these  seven  cases  is  borne  by  the  County  Education  Committee, 
Boards  of  Guardians  and  contributions  from  parents.  In  addition  to  the 
cases  referred  to  above,  there  is  a young  woman  who  is  receiving  technical 
education  as  a private  pupil  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind, 
Upper  Norwood. 

The  Society  has  seven  blind  Home  Workers,  of  whom  six  are  attached  to 
the  Nottingham  Institution  for  assistance  and  supervision.  The  occupa- 
tions carried  on  by  these  Home  Workers  are  hand  and  machine  knitting, 
chair  caning,  and  straw  basket  making.  The  other  Home  Worker  is  at- 
tached to  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind  for  whom  she  copies  books  in 
Braille.  The  earnings  of  these  Home  Workers  are  augmented  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  the  rate  of  augmentation  varying  from  five  to  ten 
shillings  a week.  The  sum  of  .£169  was  paid  in  augmentation  during  the 
year. 

The  Society  is  also  paying  £20  each  a year  in  respect  of  three  young  men 
who  are  employed  in  the  workshop  of  the  Nottingham  Institution  at 
making  baskets  and  brushes.  These  pa}^ments  are  made  in  order  to  aug- 
ment their  earnings. 

Orders  for  socks  and  stockings  and  straw  baskets  and  chair  caning  are 
greatly  needed  and  may  be  given  at  Sunniholme,  Pen  Street,  Boston. 

The  visitation  of  the  blind  in  their  own  homes  and  the  teaching  of  them; 
when  possible,  of  handicrafts  and  embossed  types  continues  to  be  carried  on 
by  Miss  Faith  Booth,  who  is  herself  blind  and  thoroughly  understands  the 
blind  and  their  needs,  and  by  a sighted  lady  assistant,  Miss  Ethel  Thorpe, 
who  chiefly  teaches  or  visits  those  who  live  in  outlying  places.  The  latter 
was  employed  for  only  two  days  a week,  but  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
employ  her  for  three  days  a week. 

There  are  now  six  residents  at  Sunniholme,  the  Home  and  Hostel  for 
Blind  Women,  and  seven  others  have  lived  there  for  various  periods  during- 
the  year.  The  average  has  been  about  seven. 

The  sum  of  £B24  has  been  given  to  neccesitous  blind  during  the  year,  the 
greater  part  of  it  having  been  given  as  regular  allowances.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  these  gifts,  the  position  of  many  of  the  blind  would  have  been 
deplorable. 

Once  a month  in  Boston  there  is  an  entertainment  for  the  blind  and  also  a 
meeting  for  reading  aloud  together  with  light  refreshments.  On  July  26th 
there  was  a Garden  Party  for  the  blind  and  their  friends  in  the  grounds  of 
“ The  Elms,”  Sleaford  Road,  Boston,  kindly  lent  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dring. 
An  excellent  tea  was  served  on  the  lawn  and  later  in  the  evening  ices,  etc., 
were  provided  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dring,  who  did  everything  possible  for  the 
happiness  of  the  guests.  The  amusements  consisted  of  competitions, 
recitals  and  music  by  Mr.  Rippin’s  Band,  gramophone  and  wireless.  A 
New  Year’s  Party  for  the  blind  and  their  friends  was  given  by  the  Society 
in  the  Red  Lion  Street  Congregational  Schoolroom,  Boston,  on  January 
7th,  when  there  was  a tea,  followed  by  a varied  programme  of  music  and 
recitals.  Two  very  happy  social  evenings,  with  refreshments  and  entertain- 
ments, have  also  been  provided  by  the  Boston  Men’s  Own  Society  Service 
Committee.  The  late  Miss  H.  S.  Maples  again  showed  her  keen  practical 
interest  in  the  blind  by  inviting  those  at  Spalding  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
to  tea  followed  by  an  entertainment,  both  of  which  were  greatly  enjoyed. 
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Twelve  blind  persons  liave  the  use  of  wireless  sets  provided  out  of  the 
Wireless  Fund,  and  there  are  two  other  sets  available,  when  required. 

Prevention  of  blindness  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  help  is 
frequently  given  to  those  suffering  from  eye  trouble  to  obtain  expert  advice 
and  treatment  or  glasses. 

The  Society  has  suffered  a heavy  loss  through  the  death  of  Miss  H.  S. 
Maples,  of  Spalding,  who  at  one  time  was  an  active  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee and  was  latterly  a Vice-President.  The  Committee  are  glad,  however, 
that  Miss  B.  M.  Maples  has  consented  to  become  a Vice-President  in  place 
of  her  sister. 

The  Committee  have  added  to  their  number  Mrs.  Lucas  Atkinson,  of  Post- 
land,  and  Mr.  Ralph  Riddington,  of  Postlaud,  to  represent  the  Crowland 
district. 

The  late  Mr.  John  Houcher,  of  Benington,  bequeathed  the  sum  of  ^100  to 
be  invested  in  trustee  securities,  the  income  from  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
Society.  The  money  lias  been  invested  in  the  names  of  trustees  in  the 
purchase  of  ^97/9/11  War  Loan  Stock. 

The  Committee  gratefully  acknowledge  their  indebtedness  to  the  honorary 
officers  of  the  Society  for  their  constant  and  unstinted  service  ; to  Mr.  T.  IT. 
Cresswell,  D.O.  Oxon.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  and  Mr.  S.  T.  Parker,  F.R.C.S., 
for  giving  free  consultations  ; and  to  Mr.  D.  MacTaggart,  B.D.S.,  F.P.S., 
for  free  dental  treatment  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Society  ; and  to 
a members  and  officials  of  the  Holland  County  Council,  Boards  of  Guardians, 
and  other  local  authorities  for  their  unfailing  courtesy  and  sympathetic 
help/' 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 


The  official  responsible  for  the  administration  of  these  Acts  is  the 
Chief  Constable  of  the  County,  the  Sampling  Officers  being  Police 
Inspectors. 

The  following  information  has  been  taken  from  the  quarterly 
reports  of  the  County  Analyst,  Mr.  Gerrans,  PM.C.  : — 


Nature  of 
Articles 
submitted  for 
Analysis. 

By  whom  submitted 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Observations 

50  Milk  

5 Milk  

Inspectors  Boston 
and  Spalding 

y y 

Genuine 

Adulterated  as  under  : — 

10  Butter  

y > 

1 25.4%  extraneous  water 

2.  3%  do.  and  5.5%  fat 

deficient 

3.  2%  extraneous  water 

4.  1 % fat  deficient 

5.  13%  fat  deficient 
Genuine 

1 Egg  Powder 

y y 

Inferior 

1 Bread  

> y 

Genuine 

1 | am  

y y 

Genuine 

1 Ground  Rice 

y y 

Genuine 

1 Bard  

y y 

Genuine 

1 Tea  

Genuine 

1 Cheese  

Genuine 

1 Coffee  

y y 

Genuine 

1 Cocoa  

> y 

Genuine 

2 Pepper  

y y 

Genuine 

4 Honey  

y y 

Genuine 

1 Bicarbonate 
of  Soda  

y y 

Genuine 

1 Cream  of 

Tartar 

yt 

Genuine 

1 Boric  Acid 

y y 

Genuine 

2 Whisky 

yy 

Genuine 

2 Brandy  

y y 

Genuine 

1 Gin  

yy 

Genuine 

2 Rum  

y y 

Genuine 

1 Custard 

Powder 

y y 

Genuine 

3 Pish  Paste 

y > 

Genuine 

1 Baking 

Powder 

y y 

Genuine 

1 Arrowroot 

y y 

Genuine 

3 Mustard 

y y 

Genuine 

1 Treacle  

y > 

Genuine 

2 Yeast 

y y 

Genuine 

1 Sugar 

y y 

Genuine 

1 Pork  Sausage 

y y 

Genuine 

1 Tincture  of 
Iodine 

y y 

Genuine 

1 Tincture  of 
Iodine 

y y 

Inferior 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  results  of  proceedings  taken  in 
cases  where  samples  were  found  to  be  adulterated  : — 


Sample. 

Adulteration. 

Action  taken. 

Result. 

Milk 

25.4%  of  extraneous  water 
3%  extraneous  water 

Vendor  summoned 

Case  dismissed 

Milk 

5.5%  req.  fat  deficient 

Under  consideration 

Milk 

2%  of  extraneous  water 

Under  consideration 

Milk 

1%  req.  fat  deficient 

Under  consideration 

Milk 

13%  req.  fat  deficient 

Vendor  summoned 

Proceedings 

pending 

The  sample  of  egg  powder  which  was  regarded  as  inferior  consisted 
of  starchy  matter,  containing  a small  amount  of  baking  powder 
material  and  the  mixture  was  coloured  with  an  aniline  d}^e.  The 
amount  of  proteid  material  was  very  small.  In  the  absence,  how- 
ever, of  any  official  or  generally  accepted  definition  respecting  the 
composition  of  egg  powder  the  sample  was  accordingly  regarded  as 
inferior. 

One  sample  of  tincture  of  iodine  was  slightly  deficient  in  iodine, 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  but  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency  was  not  sufficient  /to  constitute  adultera- 
tion, and  the  sample  was  therefore  reported  as  inferior. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  Etc.,  IN  FOOD) 
AMENDMENT  REGULATIONS. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  cases  of  in- 
fringement of  these  Regulations  during  the  year.  Under  the  Regula- 
tions, the  only  preserving  agents  permitted  in  food  are  : Benzoic 
Acid  and  Sulphur  Dioxide,  and  these  only  in  certain  foods  and 
beverages,  the  amounts  admissible  being  within  the  limits  laid  down 
in  the  schedules  to  the  said  Regulations. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1915. 

Under  Section  3 of  this  Act  arrangements  exist  for  the  sampling 
of  milk  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus. 
During  the  year  25  such  samples  were  taken,  and  in  no  case  was  a 
positive  result  obtained,  either  by  direct  examination  or  by  guinea- 
pig  inoculation. 


Number  of  premises  on  which  disease  was 
reported  but  not  confirmed  by  V eterinary 
Inspector. 


TABLE  E 


TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1925. 
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Total  number  of  animals  reported  as 
diseased  by  Veterinary  Inspector. 
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'O 
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.Q 

P 
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Cows  in  Milk  

Other  Cows  or  Heifers 
Other  Bovine  Animals 


336 

200 

4 

2 

18 
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34 
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Conclusions  from  Post-Mortem. 


Total  number  of  Animals. 
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£ s.  d. 
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Although  the  number  of  samples  taken  is  not  a large  one  1 should 
certainly  have  expected  to  have  found  at  least  one  positive,  especi- 
ally in  view  of  the  care  and  discrimination  exercised  in  the  taking 
of  the  samples. 

The  total  absence  of  positive  samples  may  be  due  in  part  to  the 
excellent  work  done  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  a summary 
of  which  work  is  to  be  found  in  Table  facing  page  41 . 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Part  IV.,  Sec.  8. 

No  inspections  of  cattle  under  this  Section  have  been  made 
during  the  year. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1923. 

Under  this  Order  a licence  to  produce  “ Grade  A ” milk  was  again 
granted  to  a producer  in  the  north  of  the  County.  This  farmer  is  to 
be  congratulated  upon  the  consistent^  high  standard  of  cleanliness 
attained  during  the  past  two  years. 

Another  producer  (also  in  the  north  of  the  County)  was  granted 
a licence  to  produce  “ Grade  A ” milk.  In  this  case  where  the  cows 
are  machine-milked  a high  standard  of  purity  of  milk  has  been 
maintained. 

It  is  surprising  that  there  is  not  a greater  demand  for  “ Grade  A ” 
milk  in  the  area.  The  fact  that  it  can  be  drunk  by  children  with 
safety  without  pasteurisation  or  boiling  and  also  that  its  keeping 
qualities  are  much  superior  to  ordinary  milk,  should  appeal  to 
mothers  who  desire  a sound  food  for  their  infants  and  children. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION  ACTS, 

1876  and  1893. 

vStrcams  in  the  area  liable  to  pollution  were  carefully  watched 
during  the  year  and  no  action  was  deemed  necessary  in  any  case. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT, 

1919. 

The  officers  appointed  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are 
the  Police  Superintendents,  and  as  a direct  result  of  the  efforts  of 
these  officers  much  good  work  continues  to  be  done. 

National  Rat  Week  was  again  observed  from  the  5th  to  the  10th 
November. 
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The  reports  received  from  the  Superintendents  of  Police  give  the 
following  information  : — 

NORTHERN  DIVISION  OF  COUNTY. 

Targe  posters  were  exhibited  throughout  the  Division,  and  hand- 
bills distributed  to  property  owners,  shopkeepers,  farmers,  etc. 
Instructions  were  given  where  required,  and  great  enthusiasm  in  the 
work  was  apparent  amongst  all  concerned.  Rats  to  the  number  of 
1,368  were  known  to  have  been  killed  during  the  week,  but  this 
figure  must  naturally  have  been  greatly  exceeded,  as  in  many 
places  where  poison  was  used  it  was  impossible  to  say  how  many 
rats  had  been  killed. 

BOROUGH  OF  BOSTON. 

Posters  were  exhibited  and  handbills  distributed  as  in  the  rest  of 
the  County,  but,  as  in  previous  years,  no  great  amount  of  en- 
thusiasm was  shown.  Premises  where  there  were  large  numbers  of 
rats  were  visited,  and  poison  laid  by  experienced  men.  The  net 
result  of  the  activities  was  not  an  encouraging  one. 

SOUTHERN  DIVISION  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

Posters  were  exhibited  in  prominent  positions  and  handbills  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  Division.  Although,  owing  to  the  practice 
of  many  farmers  employing  rat-catchers,  much  rat  infestation  does 
not  arise,  special  efforts  were  made  in  many  cases  and  the  approxi- 
mate number  of  rats  killed  was  2,690.  This  figure  makes  no 
allowance  for  the  number  of  rats  poisoned  underground,  or  where 
gas  (S02)  was  used. 

The  general  methods  of  destruction  employed  were  gas,  traps, 
dogs  and  ferrets  and  poison. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1925  it  was  pointed  out  that  several 
authorities  in  the  south  of  the  County  were  anxious  to  obtain  a 
water  supply  b}/-  negotiation  with  the  Spalding  Urban  District 
Council.  This  Authority  was  at  the  time  willing  to  supply  water, 
but  no  agreement  could  be  reached  between  the  other  Authorities. 

During  the  autumn  of  1928  negotiations  were  re-opened  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  be  brought  to  a successful 
issue.  The  Spalding  Urban  District  Council  owns  bores  at  Bourne, 
from  which  an  ample  supply  of  water  of  the  utmost  purity  is  ob- 
tained. This  Council  is  both  able  and  willing  to  supply  water  from 
this  source  to  the  Holbeach,  Tong  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge  Urban 
Districts  and  the  East  Elloe  Rural  District,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be 
hoped  that  in  a short  time  a supply  will  be  an  accomplished  fact. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT,  1913. 
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HOUSING. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  obtained  from  the  Clerks  to 
the  several  Local  Authorities  — 

BOROUGH  OF  BOSTON. 

Houses  erected  with  subsidy  u.  3 

Houses  erected  by  Council  under  the  Housing  Acts 20 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  without  subsidy  6 

BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Houses  erected  with  subsidy  25 

Houses  erected  by  Council  under  Housing  Act,  1923  34 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  without  subsidy  37 

SPALDING  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Houses  erected  with  subsidy  46 

Houses  erected  by  Council  under  Housing  Act,  1923  nil 

Houses  erected  by  Council  under  Housing  (Financial 

Provisions)  Act,  1924  72 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  without  subsidy  6 

SPALDING  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Houses  erected  with  subsidy  14 

Houses  erected  by  Council  under  Housing  Acts  nil 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  without  subsidy  20 

HOLBEACH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Houses  erected  with  subsidy  9 

Houses  erected  by  Council  under  Housing  Act,  1 924  12 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  without  subsidy  3 

LONG  SUTTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Houses  erected  with  subsidy  1 

Houses  erected  by  Council  under  Housing  Acts  nil 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  without  subsidy  8 

SUTTON  BRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Houses  erected  with  subsidy  nil 

Houses  erected  by  Council  under  Housing  Acts  nil 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  without  subsidy  5 
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EAST  ELLOE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Houses  erected  with  subsidy  3 

Houses  erected  by  Council  under  Housing  Acts  8 


Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  without  subsidy  15 

CROWLAND  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Nil  return. 

HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACT,  1926. 

No  applications  under  this  Act  were  made  to  the  Council  during 
1928. 


Extracts  from  Reports  received  from  District 

Medical  Officers. 

LONG  SUTTON. 

“ The  health  of  the  town  and  district  has  maintained  its  high  standard, 
and  despite  the  lack  of  modern  conveniences  in  the  form  of  water  supply 
and  a drainage  system,  we  have  had  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease. 
The  waves  of  influenza  which  have  passed  over  every  other  area  of  Great 
Britain  with  such  severity  have  produced  in  this  area  very  little  more  than 
the  usual  amount  of  winter  sickness.  Amongst  the  school  children  measles 
has  caused  abstensions  in  the  autumn  and  winter,  but  the  complaint  has 
been  of  a mild  type  and  no  fatalities  occurred.” 

EAST  ELLOE. 

“ The  Isolation  Hospital  continues  to  be  made  use  of,  and  during  the 
year  22  cases  were  admitted,  This  is  the  largest  number  admitted  in  any  one 
year  since  the  Hospital  was  built.  There  were  18  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and 
4 of  diphtheria. 

There  is  no  provision  in  the  area  for  cases  of  small  pox,  and  this,  I think, 
should  be  taken  into  serious  consideration.  Fortunately  the  only  case 
arising  in  the  district  during  the  year  was  admitted  into  a Hospital  be- 
longing to  a neighbouring  Authority,  but  some  very  definite  arrangement 
ought  to  be  made  in  this  matter 

An  organised  method  of  collecting  refuse  in  such  a widely  scattered  rural 
area  such  as  this,  is  almost  impossible,  but  a great  deal  can  and  should  be 
done  by  the  individual.  The  careless  disposal  of  household  rubbish  calls 
for  improvement,  and  in  many  places  one  sees  such  refuse  disposed  of  in  a 
very  unhealthy  manner. 

This  is  not  only  very  untidy  and  unsightly  but  is  also  a potential  source 
of  disease.  Most  of  this  refuse  might  be  destroyed  by  heat  either  on  the 
household  fire,  or  where  there  are  several  houses  together,  in  an  easily 
constructed  incinerator,  where  all  might  be  burned,  or  certainly  rendered 
harmless.  I would  ask  householders  in  their  own  interests  to  give  attention 
to  this  matter,” 
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APPENDIX. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

REPORT  ON  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  !N 

PIOLLAND. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  two  joint 
hospital  districts  and  by  one  Urban  District. 

1.  In  the  north  of  the  County  a Joint  Hospital  District  in- 
cludes the  Boston  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  Sibsey  Rural 
District  (Lindsey),  and  serves  a population  of  42,848.  The 
Hospital  is  an  adapted  farm  house  and  stands  in  grounds  of 
nearly  two  acres  in  extent,  about  half-a-mile  from  the  outskirts 
of  Boston. 

It  contains  four  wards  with  seventeen  beds. 

A steam  disinfector  is  installed  and  patients  are  brought  to  the 
Hospital  in  a motor  ambulance. 

The  Boston  Water  Supply  is  laid  on  and  sewage  is  disposed  of 
to  a cesspool  on  the  estate. 

No  permanent  trained  nursing  staff  is  provided. 

Adjoining  this  Hospital  are  the  small-pox  hospital  (2  wards 
with  8 beds)  and  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  (2  wards  with  8 beds), 
both  modern  brick  and  slate  buildings.  The  former  building  is 
only  about  30  yards  from  the  other  buildings. 

2.  In  the  south  of  the  County  a Joint  Hospital  District  in- 
cludes Holbeach,  Long  Sutton,  and  Sutton  Bridge  Urban  and 
East  Elloe  Rural  Districts,  serving  a population  of  21,460. 

The  Hospital  is  situated  at  Fleet,  near  Holbeach,  and  is  a 
permanent  structure  of  brick  and  slate,  containing  2 wards  (8 
beds  and  2 cots)  with  accommodation  for  nurse  and  caretaker. 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  rainfall  and  subsoil  water,  and 
sewage  is  disposed  of  to  a “ dry  ” well. 

There  is  no  steam  disinfector. 

A horse  ambulance  is  used  to  convey  patients  to  the  Hospital. 

3.  Spalding  Urban  District  Isolatiofi  Hospital  is  a wood  and 
zinc  pavilion  providing  accommodation  for  8 cases  and  also  a 
nurse  and  caretaker. 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  rainfall  and  sewage  is  disposed  of 
on  the  land. 

A horse  ambulance  is  used  for  the  conveyance  of  patients. 
There  is  no  steam  disinfector. 

The  Hospital  is  used  when  required  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of 
small-pox. 
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4.  The  Wisbech  Port  Sanitary  Authority  has  a small  brick 
and  slate  Hospital  at  Wingland  containing  4 beds  together  with 
a caretaker’s  house 

The  remaining  Sanitary  Authorities  arrange  for  the  isolation  of 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  Hospitals  of  other  Authorities  as 
follows  : — 

(1)  The  Spalding  Rural  District  Council  contracts  to  send 
cases  (including  small-pox)  to  the  Bourne  Isolation  Hospital. 
This  Council  pays  an  annual  sum  of  £150  in  payment  for  patients 
up  to  the  number  of  12.  An}^  patients  over  and  above  this 
number  are  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  £2/10/0  per  week  and  then 
only  if  accommodation  is  available. 

(2)  The  Crowland  District  Council  has  arranged  to  send  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  (including  small-pox)  to  the  Peterborough 
City  Fever  Hospital. 

As  far  as  the  Hospitals  at  Spalding  and  Fleet  are  concerned  it  is 
very  unwise  to  attempt  to  isolate  more  than  one  type  of  disease  at 
a time,  with  the  result  that  when  epidemics  of  small-pox,  etc., 
occur,  cases  of  other  diseases  at  that  time  in  these  Hospitals  would 
have  to  be  sent  to  their  homes  in  order  to  provide  accommodation 
for  the  small-pox  cases.  This  should  be  borne  in  mind  when  con- 
sidering the  question  of  hospital  accommodation  in  the  County. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  number  of  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  notified  in  the  various  districts 
from  1922-1927  inclusive  ' — 

Scarlet  Fever  Diphtheria 


Boston  Urban  District  32  6 

Spalding  Urban  District  13  28 

Holbeach  Urban  District  4 Nil 

Fong  Sutton  Urban  District  less  than  1 1 

vSutton  Bridge  Urban  District  1 1 

Boston  Rural  District  39  6 

Hast  Klloe  Rural  District  10  5 

Spalding  Rural  District  19  9 

Crowland  Rural  District  8 7 


The  accommodation  provided  in  the  north  of  the  County  is 
fairly  satisfactory  (including  small-pox)  although  in  my  opinion 
there  are  not  enough  beds  available  for  general  infectious  diseases. 
There  should  be  30  beds,  i.e.,  13  more  than  are  at  present  available. 
At  all  events  in  this  area  it  is  quite  possible  safely  to  isolate  small-pox 
without  discharging  cases  of  other  diseases  as  was  shown  during  the 
recent  epidemic  of  small-pox  in  Boston  (1928). 
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In  the  south  of  the  County,  however,  the  matter  takes  on  quite 
a different  aspect. 

In  Spalding,  Holbeach,  hong  Sutton,  and  Sutton  Bridge  Urban 
Districts  and  in  Bast  Elloe  Rural  District,  there  is  no  adequate 
accommodation  for  cases  of  small-pox  and  by  this  I mean  no  other 
infectious  diseases  can  be  dealt  with  when  small-pox  is  epidemic. 
Even  when  there  are  no  cases  of  small-pox  only  one  type  of  disease 
can  be  dealt  with  at  a time.  That  this  is  very  unsatisfactory  was 
recently  demonstrated  during  the  recent  outbreak  of  small-pox  at 
Spalding. 

In  a district  such  as  South  Holland  there  should  be  available  for 
general  infectious  diseases  (more  especially  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria 
and  enteric  fever)  at  least  32  beds.  The  isolation  of  small-pox  is, 
of  course,  a separate  matter. 

The  number  of  beds  required  depends  on  several  factors  amongst 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  previous  history  of  epidemics  in  the 
area,  density  of  population  and  overcrowding.  In  most  districts, 
where  provision  as  a rule  need  only  be  made  for  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria  and  enteric  fever,  the  number  of  beds  need  not  be  so 
great  as  for  the  same  population  concentrated  on  a small  area. 
Where  overcrowding  exists  (as  it  does  in  many  parts  of  the  County, 
home  isolation  of  infectious  diseases  is  an  impossibility.  So  that 
whilst  1 bed  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  would  be  too  many  for  this 
area,  I am  of  opinion  that  1 bed  per  1,500  is  required  and  the  figure 
(32)  previously  mentioned  is  calculated  on  this  basis. 

The  existing  deficiences  in  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation 
can  be  met  as  follows  : — 

(a)  By  increasing  the  accommodation  at  the  Boston  Isolation 
Hospital*  by  at  least  12  beds  so  that  this  Hospital  could  serve 
adequately  the  requirements  of  the  north  of  the  County,  and 
in  the  south  of  the  County  by  erecting  a Hospital  at  Spalding 
for  the  accommodation  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria 
and  typhoid  fever.  A pavilion  could  also  be  included  here  for 
a certain  number  of  cases  of  advanced  tuberculosis. 

The  present  Hospital  at  Fleet  could  then  be  utilised,  for  the 
accommodation  cf  cases  of  small-pox.  The  provision  of  a 
motor  ambulance  would,  of  course,  be  necessary. 

(/;)  By  erecting  one  Hospital  in  a central  situation  to  serve  the 
whole  County.  Provision  at  the  Hospital  in  the  form  of  small 
pavilions  could  be  made  for  the  reception  of  advanced  cases 


* The  Authorities  of  this  Hospital  are  incurring  a grave  responsi- 
bility in  failing  to  provide  a permanent  trained  Nursing  Staff. 
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of  tuberculosis,  so  that  the  nursing  staff  would  be  fully  oc- 
cupied during  the  times  when  infectious  diseases  were  not 
epidemic  in  the  area.  Such  an  institution  would  provide 
accommodation  for  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  from  all 
parts  of  the  County  and  at  the  same  time  would  permit  of  the 
closing  down  of  the  present  institution  for  the  accommodation 
of  advanced  cases  of  tuberculosis,  viz.,  Holland  Sanatorium. 

(This  would  be  the  ideal  method,  but  unfortunately  the 
lack  of  a piped  water  supply  in  the  greater  part  of  the  area 
limits  the  number  of  suitable  sites  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
provision  of  a really  centrally  situated  Hospital  becomes  a 
problem  very  difficult  of  solution). 

H.  C.  JENNINGS, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health , 

County  Hall,  Boston, 

October,  1928. 


